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Every alternative under consideration will have an impact, whether positive or negative, on the
economy of the area. As stakeholders (working groups, agencies, and the public), you need an
understanding of those economic impacts to make informed decisions. At this early stage in the
process, no alternative is being considered for elimination based on economic impact.

As DelDOT undertakes detailed study of the shortlisted alternatives, an economic impact analysis
will be conducted in two major steps.

Information Gathering

The Project Team will gather publicly-available information about the
corridor's economy and about Sussex County as a whole.

In cooperation with local Chambers of Commerce, a business survey will be distributed
throughout the project area. This will give business owners an opportunity to voice their
opinions about the highway and its importance to their operations.

Analysis

The assessment of economic impacts will include the following types of information:

Number and types of businesses directly impacted, typically by the on-alignment alternatives

Vacant/under-used parcels that will have enhanced accessibility as the result of a new or
improved US 113

Locations that will have improved travel times to customer/supplier markets as the result of a
new or improved US 113

Increases in pass-through traffic along specific links in the corridor that would support a mix
of services to travelers

Potential for development in the vicinity of a new or improved highway corridor

Step 1.

Step 2.

One of the first uses of the Peninsula Model has been to estimate how much traffic
will use US 113 in the year 2030. DelDOT has looked at two situations:

What will happen if no improvements are made in the US 113

corridor? (This is known as the “no-build” condition)

What will happen if improvements are made, either along existing

US 113 (the “on-alignment” alternatives) or in the form of a bypass?

The traffic projections presented below are preliminary. This means that they can be
used to make comparisons among off-alignment alternatives, determining which best
meet anticipated traffic needs, and to determine approximate benefits along existing
US 113. They are not yet sufficient to compare off-alignment to on-alignment
alternatives or to determine specific interchange or intersection configurations.

More detailed forecasts will be developed as the project progresses to allow us to
perform more detailed analyses.

In the early stages of a study like this one, we use what is called a “major quantity approach” to
estimate costs. Rather than calculating the amount and cost of every element of the new
roadway, we use only items that typically make up the bulk of the cost of any highway project.
They include:

Grading/earthwork

Paving

Bridges and culverts

Percentages are then used to account for other important
construction items, such as:

Drainage

Stormwater Management

Utilities

Traffic

Major non-construction-related costs, including right of way, planning/design, construction
inspection, and environmental considerations, are also added into the mix.

When these estimates are complete, they will be compared to the actual per-mile cost of SR 1
between Dover and I-95, escalated to 2005 dollars.

TRAFFIC / COST / ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSISTRAFFIC / COST / ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSISTRAFFIC / COST / ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS


